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Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize an important mile-
stone in my congressional district: the 
bicentennial of the Auburn Citizen. 

Two hundred years ago today, this 
daily publication began serving the 
people of Cayuga County by providing 
news and community announcements. 
Born in 1816 as the Auburn Gazette, 
this community newspaper has been 
known by many names over the years. 

In an editorial placed this past week-
end, publisher Rob Forcey noted that 
the Auburn Citizen began publishing 
just 40 years after the birth of our 
country. 

The history of accomplished journal-
ists at this publication includes Wil-
liam Dapping, a community hero who 
was awarded the very first special Pul-
itzer in 1930 for his esteemed work in 
covering the bloody 1929 Auburn State 
Prison riots. 

Today, the Citizen has evolved to 
cover a wide area of central New York, 
with web-based access to local and na-
tional news, weather, and community 
events. What is more, the publication 
has expanded into western Onondaga 
County, with the Skaneateles Journal 
and West Onondaga County Journal. 

Congratulations again to this com-
munity-based publication on two cen-
turies of being the voice of the Auburn 
community. 

f 

REMEMBERING DAVID GILKEY 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
last Sunday, David Gilkey, an NPR 
photojournalist from Portland, Oregon, 
was killed with his Afghani translator 
in a Taliban ambush in Afghanistan. 

I cannot fully express my gratitude 
for David’s tireless commitment to his 
profession. His evocative, beautiful 
work, and many contributions to NPR 
will be remembered for generations. 

He covered conflict areas around the 
globe. Since 2001, he extensively cov-
ered the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

He was one of the most decorated of 
photo journalists, including an Emmy, 
and the first multimedia journalist to 
be awarded the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting’s prestigious Edward R. 
Murrow Award for Journalism. 

David played an essential role in 
helping us understand the global 
events. He was one of those who put 
themselves in harm’s way to open the 
world’s window for the rest of us. They 
are true heroes. 

Our hearts go out to the Gilkey fam-
ily and to his NPR family for their 
loss. 

f 

APPRECIATING PRIME MINISTER 
NARENDRA MODI 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Wednesday, I was grateful 
to serve on the escort committee for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of 
India, due to my former co-chairman-
ship of the Caucus on India and Indian 
Americans, with my father having 
served in India during World War II. 

The Prime Minister was warmly re-
ceived with his positive presentation: 

As a representative of the world’s largest 
democracy, it is indeed a privilege to speak 
with the leaders of its oldest. 

Connecting our two nations is also a 
unique and dynamic bridge of 3 million In-
dian Americans. Threats of terror are ex-
panding, and new challenges are emerging in 
cyber and outer space. India is undergoing a 
profound social and economic change. 

A commitment to rebuild a peaceful and 
stable and prosperous Afghanistan is our 
shared objective. In every sector of India’s 
forward march, I see the U.S. as an indispen-
sable partner. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

South Carolina especially recognizes 
the success of Indian Americans, with 
their Governor, Nikki Haley, the sec-
ond Indian American Governor elected 
in history. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TWIN 
SCHOLARS 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to tell you a really cool story 
about two smart sisters, Estrella and 
Perla Ortiz, identical twins who earned 
the valedictorian and salutatorian sta-
tus at their high school in Fort Worth. 

Estrella and Perla are the two young-
est of seven siblings in the Ortiz fam-
ily. The sisters worked hard and ex-
celled academically at North Side High 
School, the home of the Steers. 

In their spare time, the Ortiz sisters 
participated in the National Honor So-
ciety, Health Occupations Students of 
America, tutored their peers, and even 
helped adults obtain their GED. 

Their hard work paid off in academia 
when they were awarded scholarships 
at Texas Christian University, where 
the sisters will receive a full ride to 
TCU to continue their studies in biol-
ogy and premed. 

The Ortiz sisters demonstrate that 
anything is possible with dedication 
and perseverance. And, oh, I want to 
also mention that their sister, Maria, 
was also valedictorian in 2014 at the 
same school. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Estrella and Perla on 
their extraordinary academic achieve-
ment. 

f 

CHEROKEE TRAIL BOYS BASEBALL 
TEAM 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the boys baseball 
team of Cherokee Trail High School on 
winning the 2016 Colorado 5A State 
championship game on May 29, 2016. 

The students and staff who were a 
part of the title-winning Cougars team 
deserve to be honored for winning the 
State championship for the first time 
since they won the 4A State champion-
ship in 2007. The Cougars beat Rocky 
Mountain High School 5–1 in the series, 
and ended the season with a winning 
22–5 record. 

Throughout the season, the boys of 
the Cherokee Trail baseball team were 
dedicated, worked hard, and per-
severed. These traits were a key factor 
in their endeavor to win the champion-
ship, but winning could not have been 
possible without the tireless leadership 
of their head coach, Allan Dyer, and 
his commendable staff. 

It is with great pride that I join all of 
the residents of Aurora, Colorado, in 
congratulating the Cherokee Trail Cou-
gars on their State championship. 

f 

EXPAND ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the families who 
are still struggling to make ends meet. 

Our economy has made great strides 
since the end of the recession. Like my 
colleagues, I have watched the unem-
ployment rate tick down each month 
from 10 percent in 2009 to 5 percent 
today. 

According to the story that these 
numbers tell, our economy has recov-
ered. But for nearly 8 million Ameri-
cans still looking for work, our econ-
omy is still in a state of crisis. 

In my home district, more than 16 
percent live in poverty, and the unem-
ployment rate is three times the na-
tional rate, at 15 percent. I have met 
hundreds of these unemployed con-
stituents at my annual job fair. They 
aren’t looking for a handout; they are 
looking for a hand up, an opportunity 
to work, a chance to live a better life, 
a shot at the American Dream. 

As we enter the second half of 2016, I 
urge my colleagues to stand with me 
and take action to expand economic 
opportunities and to ensure that all 
Americans who want to work have the 
chance to do so. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COACH LORI BLADE 
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
someone who has a lot of heart, who 
carries herself with class and humility, 
and who pushes her players to be better 
on and off the court. 
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